








February 17, 2009
The regular meeting of Town Council was held on the above date at Town Hall, all requirements of the Freedom of Information Act having been satisfied: 


Present were:
Carl J. Smith, Mayor




Pat O’Neil, Mayor Pro Tem




Jerry Kaynard, Councilman




Mike Perkis, Councilman




Everett Presson, Councilman




Mary Jane Watson, Councilwoman

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Smith, followed by the invocation by Councilwoman Watson.   There were 15 members in the audience including one member of the media. 

The floor was opened for comments from the citizens.  Julie Hussey of Civic Communications, representing the contractors for the Ben Sawyer Bridge project, stated the lane closure for February 18 was cancelled and will be rescheduled.  Henry Hagerty, 2213 Myrtle, stated he wanted to push a movement to get island-wide consensus from residents concerning noise on the island.  Loren Ziff, 2114 I’on, inquired about the status of the commercial district report.  Councilman O’Neil stated that Council has reviewed the draft document and presented comments to the consultant. The comments are being incorporated into the next-to-final product, which Council will review.  The next step would be to hold a public meeting for the consultant to present the plan to the island residents.   Rini Kosmos, 2213 Myrtle Avenue, inquired why the Noise Committee was formed, and why couldn’t the problem simply be addressed through Council.  Mayor Smith stated that Council has heard many of the same arguments over the past year in a group situation, and they wanted to confine it to the Committees of Council that were most affected, as well as have commercial and residential representatives from the district, in hoping to come to a solution.  The ideas will be presented to Council, and Council can choose to send the recommendation to the Planning Commission, or not accept the recommendation.  

Mayor Smith administered the Oath of Office to Police Officer Anthony Horne. 


Motion was made by Councilwoman Watson, seconded by Councilman Kaynard, to approve minutes from the January 20, 2009 meeting, carried unanimously. 

Reports and Communications 

General and New Correspondence – A letter of appreciation was received from Mary Drury to the Police Department.  

Attorney Report – no report 

Board and Commission Reports – Hal Currey, Chairman of the Planning Commission, reported that the Commission was asked to look at approval of an ordinance to provide more staff approval and privileges for the Design Review Board.  The Commission reviewed the request at its last meeting.  The Commission hopes to finish drafting language for this ordinance at their next meeting.  

Administrator’s Report, Administrator Benke.  The Administrator, Police and Fire Chiefs have met with the establishments to coordinate the events on St. Patrick’s Day Saturday and St. Patrick’s Day.  The SC Department of Transportation has approved the closure of Station 22-1/2 Street from Middle Street to I’on Avenue to accommodate the St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at Dunleavy’s Pub.  The Tree Commission met on January 28, 2009 to provide staff with recommendations on the illegal cutting of trees from Station 25 to Station 26 Streets and at Keenan Street.  Windmill Engineering Solutions Inc. has submitted drawings for the extension of Raven Drive from Station 26 Street to Station 26-21/2 Street, and staff will begin review of the plans.   

Ways and Means Committee, Councilman Perkis.  Additional correspondence from Paul Varadi and John Myatt has been received regarding the vacation rental license fee.  The Town staff has estimated funds for various infrastructure projects for the American Recovery and Stimulus Reinvestment Act of 2009.  However, only Years 4 and 5 of the 20 year waterline replacement project have been engineered and designed.  Councilman Perkis reported that expenses were under control and that current interest rates for investment are extremely low.  

Personnel Committee, Councilman Kaynard.  Councilman Kaynard thanked Councilman Perkis for his financial report information and analysis.  Chief Stith has promoted Engineer Curt Gibbons to the rank of Lieutenant and requested a five percent salary increase.  Chief Howard has hired Anthony Horne to replace the position of Chad Barton.  The Town staff has contacted the Municipal Election Commission to begin preparations for the municipal election scheduled for May 5, 2009.  It will be necessary to replace two members on the Municipal Election Commission.  A letter of appreciation was received from Walter Hayden, thanking Officer Josh Poole for his assistance in November.  The Board of Zoning Appeals selected Alice Paylor as Chair and Bachman Smith as Vice Chair for the 2009 year.  

Water and Sewer Committee, Councilman Perkis.  Monthly reports rendered.  Raftelis will be asked to come to the next Committee meeting for an update on the Water Rate Study.  The Middle Street water line crossing is on schedule.  The Insurance Reserve Fund has denied a claim by the Town for loss incurred during the Charleston Water System pipeline failure.  This item will be discussed in Executive Session.

Building and Construction Committee, Councilman O’Neil for Councilman Howle.  Monthly report rendered. Building Official Randy Robinson reported that he recently presented information at the Flood Damage Prevention seminar.

Fire Committee, Mayor Smith.  Monthly report rendered.  The Volunteer Fire Department hosted the annual oyster roast on Saturday, February 14, 2009.  The proceeds will help purchase rescue equipment. 

Recreation Committee, Councilwoman Watson. The Charleston Running Club hosted the Charlie Post Classic on January 31, 2009.  The event included a 5k walk, 5k run, and 15k run.  The Police and Fire departments assisted in the event.  Creative Spark will be using the Fish Fry Shack, the Island Club, and the Bandstand for forthcoming summer events.  The Park Foundation’s Spring Dance will be held April 24, 2009.

Real Estate Committee, Councilman O’Neil.  Staff is preparing a draft document of the recommended changes made by Council to the Comprehensive Plan.  Urban Edge Studio has received the final comments and edits from the Selection Committee for the draft document of the Commercial Community District Master Plan.  The Consultant has tendered the second draft document of the Accreted Land Management Plan.  The timeline for this draft document presentation was set for Monday, March 23, 2009 at 5:00 pm.

Police Committee, Mayor Smith.  Monthly report rendered.  Chief Howard reported that the work zone around the Ben Sawyer Bridge has been posted as 40 mph.  He also reported that there will be a 21 gun salute at Stella Maris Church on February 21, 2009 as part of a funeral service honoring a retired Air Force Colonel.  There was discussion regarding the Town’s police officers working off-duty from 10:30pm to 2:30 am on Fridays and Saturdays in the commercial district area, which is paid by a group of the restaurant owners in the commercial district.

Streets and Maintenance Committee, Councilman Presson.  Administrator Benke met with a vendor regarding paid parking, and will meet with SC Department of Transportation in early March.  It is on the Executive Session agenda tonight for legal advice.  Councilman Presson stressed that there would be a public hearing before any decision is made.   


Ordinances

Motion was made by Councilman Presson, seconded by Councilwoman Watson, to defer Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2009-01, An Ordinance Amending Section 17-3 Planning Commission Membership; Terms; Vacancies, to add an Eighth and Ninth Member, carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Councilman O’Neil, seconded by Councilwoman Perkis, to go into Executive Session, carried unanimously.  


Motion was made by Councilman O’Neil, seconded by Councilman Perkis, to come out of Executive Session, carried unanimously.  Mayor Smith stated that no votes or action was taken during Executive Session.   

Motion was made by Councilman Perkis, seconded by Councilman Kaynard to adjourn at 8:35 p.m., carried unanimously.


 




Respectfully submitted, 






Ellen McQueeney 
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