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Monday, September 22, 2014 - 5:00 P.M. FEUILDING OPFICIAL
Town Hall M. ANTHONY STITH
FIRE CHIEF
A. CALL TO ORDER
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 24, 2013
C. TREE REMOVAL REQUESTS

1. 2902 Brownell Avenue: Janet Millimet, applicant, requests approval to remove one category |
eucalyptus tree of 20” Dbh, located in the rear yard of the subject property. (TMS # 529-06-
00-109)

2. 2508 Myrtle Avenue: Bryant McCulley, applicant, requests approval to remove two category |
pine trees at 17” and 19” Dbh, located in the rear yard of the subject property. (TMS# 529-12-
00-055)

D. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Zoning Ordinance Section 21-162 (Palmetto Trees): Building Department staff requests policy
guidance relating to the relocation and replacement of palmetto trees per Section 21-162.

E. PusLic INPUT

F. ADJOURN

P.O. BOX 427 « SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, SC 29482
(843) 883-3198 « FAX (843) 883-3009 « WWW.SULLIVANSISLAND-SC.COM



Tree Commission: September 22, 2014

TREE COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

2902 BROWNELL AVENUE

CATEGORY I TREE REMOVAL

Building Department

Applicant:
Janet Millimet

Staff:

Joe Henderson,

Zoning Administrator
jhenderson(@sullivansisland-
sc.com

Kat Kenyon, License and Permit

Technician

kat@sullivansisland-sc.com

TMS#:
529-06-00-109

Current Zone:
RS

Current Use:
Occupied Single-family home

Historic Designation:
None

Applicable Regulations:

® Z.0. Section 21-162
Category I Trees

Request

Janet Millimet, applicant, requests approval to remove one
category I eucalyptus tree of 20” Dbh, located in the rear
yard of the subject property.

Staff Analysis

The subject tree is located within 7° feet of the foundation of
the house and is directly adjacent to the rear stair access to
the home.

The enclosed tree assessment from Davis Tree Co. was
conducted in May 2014, describing that the tree was
experiencing severe dieback within its crown.

The applicant then contracted the services of John Martin,
who removed all dead branches, allowing new epicormic
growth seen in the enclosed photographs.

The owner requests to remove the tree for aesthetic reasons
and is willing to replace with a native species.

Potential Removal Fees for Subject Category I Tree

20 eucalyptus tree =
1. ($115x20)$2300 payment to Sullivan’s Island Tree
Fund, or
2. Replacement in kind, or
3. No fee or replacement
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Town of Sullivan’s Island

Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina

TREE REMOVAL REQUEST

-\_J
~ }mw i‘-‘ﬁ: &"’2 5:00

Sullivan’s Island Building Department Phone: (843) 883-3198 FAX: (843) 883-300%
2050-B Middle Street Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina hitp://www sulivansisiand-sc.com/

Address of Work Site: ]»{ q 074 HYD Wil L A ﬁ[VTMS# Zoning:

Owner of Property:_. It}i W ¢ :f: I&Ll l | !Mfi Mailing Address: ; e e
Phone #: ﬁva)& gl gs Fax #:

: e x i
Signature: UL =

.'

Arbonst/Connlm!tor' _(J_Q]AV\ ‘\Wh LAl Mailing Address:

Phone #: SUL B \ Ll"] Q Faxil:

Town Business License #: State License #: Expiration Date:

Signature:

Tree Category: Category I [Trees sixteen (16) inches in diamgter (DBH) or over]
DCategow I [Trees six (6) to fifteen (15) inches in diameter (DBH)]
DCategory 1 [Sabal Palmetto (Cabbage Palm) relocation or replacement]

Explain_\sco e of work (list 5 _er:ies and *Dbh of all trees requested or removal):
vu\qu WAL~ 1t t/ige —' lopks

. A Ao TVplce TF il K e re¥

\ ﬂl/u\ (Loe 40 Wiouse (S WAL appmy Dfeet Aonn house i

Submlt a scaled’site plan (showing TMS#, designer, graphic scale, and date) khéwlng the following information: [ ¢ lC, k[ "A

TYre ‘F:ww‘)e, _lzt,ﬂ‘

All trees 16 inches or greater (Category | trees)

All trees 6 inches or greater and all Sabal Palmettos(Category Il trees) —__’%
Tree survey no more than one year old D V(-}/

Trees requested for removal should be indicated by an “x” on a 11" x 17” site plan (replacement in-kind is required for removal of

protected trees: oaks, magnolias, pecan and red cedar trees)

lllustrate protective tree zones for all protected trees; show no proposed construction—driveways, structures, utility placement, fill dirt,

etc. (provide grading plan to illustrate any proposed grading changes)

o I s o

1

O  Allsite features should be shown and labeled (driveways, sidewalks, pools w/ decks, walls, and other hardscape elements) H. f—"buj@
[ Indicate all utility routes from mam sourl:e to house connection on plan ensuring that they avoid all tree protection zones. (/

***| hereby cerfity that | have read and und i its of this permit,the conditions of approval of this permit, and that there are no restrictive ) —t

covenants on the fract or parcel of land for which mls permil is being requested (per SC Code §6-29-1145). LL

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY APPLICATION FEE:
Number of Trees Removed x $25.00
PERMIT NO.: DATE RECEIVED: RECEIVED BY:

COMMENTS:

S Total Application Fee

MITIGATION REQUIRED:

[l Tree Replacement Required:
Dbh* of trees removed

Number of 2” Dbh x 10’ tall replaced

Tree Fund Mitigation Fee:
*
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: APPROVAL DATE; ———Dbh* of Trees Removed x 511500

#44Mh Ninmnador At Dranet Uaishi

Total Tree Fund Fee Required

1
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DAVIS TREE CO.

= PO Box 60686

N. Charleston, SC 29419

Office: 747-7971 Fax: 747-4027
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We accept VISA - M/C AMEX T
Any questions or to schedule work please "'—‘g\“""\ox_
Contact Reneé Golden at 327-7877 e
www.DavisTreeCompany.com .

We look forward to your business!



Tree Commission: September 22, 2014

TREE COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

2508 MYRTLE AVENUE

CATEGORY 1 TREE REMOVAL

Building Department

Applicant:
Bryant McCulley

Staff:

Joe Henderson,

Zoning Administrator
jhenderson(@sullivansisland-
sc.com

Kat Kenyon, License and Permit
Technician

kat@sullivansisland-sc.com

TMS#:
529-12-00-055

Current Zone:
RS

Current Use:
Occupied Single-family home

Applicable Regulations:

e Z.0. Section 21-162
Category I Trees

Request

Bryant McCulley, applicant, requests approval to remove
two category I pine trees at 17” and 19" Dbh, located in the
rear yard of the subject property.

Staff Analysis

The two pines are positioned in the center of the rear yard
area and are surrounded by mature live oaks and water oaks
(photos enclosed). The owners would like to remove the
pines to allow the growth of the surrounding hardwood
canopy and allow for growth of a lawn area.

Owners are also in the process of submitting a landscape
plan to recompense the removed category II trees.

Tree Assessment:

The pine trees proposed for removal are healthy specimens.
The parcel is heavily covered with tree canopy and their
removal would not substantially decrease the overall
percentage of canopy cover.

Potential Removal Actions for Subject Category I Tree

Pine tree removal of 19” & 17" =36~
1. ($115 per inch x 36) $4140 payment to Sullivan’s
Island Tree Fund, or
2. Replacement in kind with minimum 2” caliper , 10’
tall trees, or
3. No fee or replacement required
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Town of Sullivan’s Island

Sullivan's Island, South Carolina

TREE REMOVAL REQUEST

Sullivan’s Island Building Department Phone: (843) 883-3198 FAX: (843) 883-3009
2050-B Middle Street Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina hlip:/fwww syllvansisiang- /
Address of Work Site: 150 9 (V\7/¢-He Ave_TMmstH Zoning:
Owner of Property: ‘Acyo o+ McCN\ @Y Mailing Address: _ 2.5 0% I\Atir‘\’\e_'
Phone #: / ' Fax
Signature:

Arborist/ Contractor: @ )] 'Q oS4 /I leé M(]jéa Mailing Address: (0 1D (365 6@‘/4— QWW\«Q)\—-
4% 345 0577 o _Erva - Lol

Phone #: bl __}J:j_&cgl@q wmadtconn
Town Business License #: State License #: Expiration Date:
Signature: / &ﬂ\ Pq \ (\/&%‘*‘0 U L_ L;}V:C/L
Tree Category: DCategory | [Trees sixteen (16) inches in diameter (DBH) or over]
DCategory ! [Trees six (6) to fifteen (15) inches in diameter (DBH)]
DCategory I [Sabal Palmetto (Cabbage Palm) relocation or replacement]

ToE

Exgtain scape of work (list species and *Dbh of all trees requested for removal): M}Q%L}t_“igg%_
Mﬁ% éa/ué Yoo AW A
\«a_q_éb deep \Cwt AL,

vl ol 72" AL\ ; eeey

Submit a scaled site plan (showing TMS¥, designer, graphic scale, and date) showing the following information:
All trees 16 inches or greater (Category | trees)
All trees 6 inches or greater and all Sabal Palmettos(Category Il trees)
Tree survey no more than one year old
Trees requested for removal should be indicated by an “x” on a 11" x 17” site plan {replacement in-kind is required for removal of
protected trees: oaks, magnolias, pecan and red cedar trees)
lllustrate protective tree zones for all protected trees; show no proposed construction—driveways, structures, utility placement, fill dirt,
etc. {provide grading plan to illustrate any proposed grading changes)
All site features should be shown and labeled {driveways, sidewalks, pools w/ decks, walls, and other hardscape elements)
Indicate all utility routes from main source to house connection on plan ensuring that they avoid all tree protection zones.

***t horoby certlly that | have road and understand the I Is of this permilthe conditlons of approval of this permit, and thal thore are no rostiiciive
covenants on tho fracl or parcel of land for which this pelmll Is belng requested (per SC Code §6-29-1145).

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY APPLICATION FEE:
Number of Trees Removed x $25.00

PERMIT NO.: DATE RECEIVED: RECEIVED BY:
COMMENTS:

S Total Application Fee

MITIGATION REQUIRED:

Tree Replacement Required:
Dbh* of trees removed

Number of 2" Dbh x 10’ tall replaced

Tree Fund Mitigation Fee:
Dbh* of Trees Removed x $115.00

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: APPROVAL DATE:

2o it Pinmaabes ot Erareet it Total Tree Fund Fee Required
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Tree Commission: September 22, 2014

TREE COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

SEPTEMBER 22, 2014

PoLICY GUIDANCE REQUEST

ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 21-162
(PALMETTO TREES):

Building Department

Staff:

Joe Henderson,

Zoning Administrator
jhenderson@gsullivansisland-

sc.com

Kat Kenyon, License and Permit
Technician
kat@sullivansisland-sc.com

Enclosures:

e Section 21-161 (General Powers
and Responsibilities)

e Section 21-162. D ( Palmettos)

e Section 21-167 (Emergency
Removal)

Request

Zoning Ordinance Section 21-162 (Palmetto Trees):
Building Department staff requests policy guidance relating
to the relocation or removal and replacement of healthy
palmetto trees per Section 21-162.

Background

Under the general powers and responsibilities of the Tree
Commission (Section 21-161), Town administrative staff
may request that the Commission “Provide policy guidance
to the Zoning Administrator related to the relocation or
removal and replacement of Category II trees and
palmettos.”

Occasionally, staff receives requests from property owners
who desire to remove palmetto trees from their private
property. Past staff interpretation of Section 21-162 has
deemed that owners may only:

1. Relocate the palmetto to another site on the same lot; or
2. Relocate the palmetto to a site on public property of the
Town.

The ordinance further requires that the landowner bear the
full expense of the relocation. In addition, this section allows
the emergency removal of a palmetto, should the tree be
deemed by staff as hazard, posing imminent danger, or if a
tree is in severe decline due to disease or damage.

Staff has received multiple complaints from property owners
and landscape professionals who claim that transplanting
palmetto carries a greater risk of tree failure. Requests are
often made to simply plant a new palmetto of equal size,
which provides a minimum one-year guarantee or better, and
can ensure proper establishment, irrigation, and growth.
Request

Under the terms of Section 21-161, can staff allow the
removal of palmettos if new specimens are replaced in kind?




D. Officers and conduct of business.

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

()

The Commission shall elect a chair and vice-chair for one (1) year terms. Officers may succeed
themselves, if reelected.

The Commission shall adopt rules for the conduct of business subject to the review of the Town Attorney.

Meetings shall be conducted at such times as agreed by the Commission, at least once a month, or upon
the call of the Chair.

Three (3) members are required for a quorum. A concurring vote of three (3) members shall be necessary
to take any action on an application.

All Commission meetings shall be public and proceedings shall be reflected in minutes, kept on file as a
public record in Town Hall.

Sec. 21-161. Powers and responsibilities.

A. General powers and responsibilities.

(1)

()

(3)
(4)

(5)

Adopt a set of standards and guidelines for the implementation of this Article, including an approved list
of appropriate replacement trees.

Develop policies and administrative standards related to tree and palmetto removal, replacement or
relocation.

Take action on applications for the relocation, or removal and/or replacement of all Category I trees.

Provide policy guidance to the Zoning Administrator related to the relocation or removal and replacement
of Category II trees and palmettos.

The Tree Commission may elect to

(a) Conduct a survey of Island trees and palmettos;

(b) Establish and maintain a record of "Significant” trees;

(c) Promote educational programs for tree and palmetto conservation;

(d) Serve as a source of information on trees and palmettos;

(e) Organize appropriate community activities, such as Arbor Day;

4] Lead public efforts to encourage voluntary tree planting and tree and palmetto conservation;

(g) Develop, with the approval of Town Council, plans for tree and palmetto planting on public
property; and

(h) Seek, with the approval of Town Council, public funds and grants to support these activities as well

as for tree and palmetto planting and preservation projects.

Responsibilities of the Tree Commission related to the RC-1 District.

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

()

(6)

Provide guidance with the management of tree pruning and trimming within the RC-1 District.
Oversee the manner in which cuttings are removed from and disposed of in the RC-1 District.

Study and monitor the impact of pruning and trimming in the RC-1 District and its impact on flora and
fauna.

Study and monitor the impact of the pruning and trimming in the RC-1 District as to the integrity of the

RC-1 public land as it relates to erosion control and beach stability, drainage, mosquito control, and the
public welfare, safety, and health of the town.

Approve or deny, with the concurrence of a consultant, the cutting or removal of Popcorn trees in the
RC-1 District.

Study and make recommendations to the Town as to the management of all RC-1 public land so as to
preserve and maintain RC-1 public land in accordance with the public welfare, safety, and health of the
Town and the covenants and restrictions set forth in the Title to Real Estate dated February 12, 1991,
conveying said land to the Town of Sullivan's Island.

79 Article XVII. Tree Commission



C.

(7)  Gather, organize and disseminate information about the RC-1 Area District, and provide guidance to the
replacement of vegetation under mitigation.
Consultant assistance.

The Tree Commission in the discharge of its duties may seek the advice of a consultant retained by the Town to
provide consultation on the RC-1 District.

Sec. 21-162. Application for relocation, or removal and replacement.

A.

C.

Damage or destruction forbidden.

No individual or agent shall remove, destroy, cause to be destroyed, move or mortally prune or use any other
harmful treatment such as application of toxic substances, fire or machinery, on any Category I or Il tree or
palmetto.

Category I trees.
(1)  The landowner shall make every reasonable effort to retain and preserve Category I trees.
(2) The Tree Commission shall oversee the proper retention, removal and/or replacement of Category I trees.

(3)  The Zoning Administrator shall process permit applications as submitted for removal and replacement of
Category I trees. A permit application fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be paid to the Town and
credited to the Tree Fund account. The Zoning Administrator shall provide de the Tree Commission with
all information pertaining to the permit application.

(4) The Tree Commission shall review all information related to the facts, circumstances and conditions
pertaining to the tree removal application, including site visits and meeting with the applicant when
deemed necessary by the Commission. The Tree Commission, as needed, may consult with the Urban
Foresters of the South Carolina Forestry Commission or other appropriate experts in the field.

(5)  After review and within thirty (30) days of receipt of the application, the Tree Commission shall render its
decision of denial or approval with or without required conditions, which decision will be communicated
to the applicant by the Zoning Administrator.

(6) The Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for the issuance of permits, which have been approved by
the Tree Commission and for oversight, and enforcement of all requirements of the permit.

(7} If a landowner wishes to remove a Category I tree because it is diseased, dying, mortally damaged, or
deemed to be a hazard, a landowner shall submit an application for removal of the tree to the Tree
Commission.

@ If the Tree Commission concurs with the landowner’s findings, the tree may be removed. No
replacement tree is required nor is any application fee charged.

(b) If the Tree Commission does not concur with the landowner’s findings, the tree shall not be
removed.

(8) If a landowner wishes to remove a Category I tree for any reason other than listed in (7) above, a
landowner shall submit an application for removal of the tree to the Tree Commission.

(@) An application for removal of a Category I tree may be approved or approved with conditions and
issued, or it may be denied. If the Tree Commission concurs with the landowner’s request, the tree
may be removed. Prior to the removal of the tree, the landowner shall submit a tree replacement
plan or provisions for payment in lieu.

(b) If the Tree Commission does not concur with the landowner’s findings, the tree shall not be
removed.

(9) The landowner shail bear the expense of removal and replacement of Category I trees in accordance with
the approved permit.

(10) See Sec. 21-167 for emergency removal of trees.
Category II trees.

(1) The Zoning Administrator shall oversee the proper retention, relocation, removal and/or replacement of
Category II trees.

80 Article XVII. Tree Commission



(2)

(a)

(b)

(3)

(a)

(b)

(4)

(5)

6)

(7)

If a landowner wishes to remove a Category II tree because it is diseased, dying, mortally damaged, or
deemed to be a hazard, a landowner shall submit an application for removal of the tree to the Zoning
Administrator.

If the Zoning Administrator concurs with the landowner’s findings, the tree may be removed. No
replacement tree is required nor is any application fee charged.

If the Zoning Administrator does not concur with the landowner’s findings, the tree shall not be
removed.

If a landowner wishes to remove a Category Il tree for any reason other than listed in (2) above, a
landowner shall submit an application for removal of the tree to the Zoning Administrator.

An application for removal of a Category Il tree may be approved or approved with conditions and
issued, or it may be denied. If the Zoning Administrator concurs with the landowner’s request, the
tree may be removed. Prior to the removal of the tree, the landowner shall submit a tree
replacement plan or provisions for payment in lieu.

If the Zoning Administrator does not concur with the landowner’s findings, the tree shall not be
removed.

A permit application fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be paid to the Town and credited to the Tree
Fund account.

The Zoning Administrator shall review and approve or deny all Category II tree permit applications.
Before issuance of an approved Category II tree permit, the Zoning Administrator shall attach to the
permit the replacement requirements and conditions as set forth in the Tree Replacement Plan required
in Sec. 21-164, or receive payment in lieu submitted by the property owner.

The landowner shall bear the expense of removal and replacement of Category II trees in accordance with
the approved permit.

See Sec. 21-167 for emergency removal of trees.

Palmettos.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

Palmettos are a highly valued natural resource of Sullivan’s Island.

The Zoning Administrator shall oversee the proper relocation of palmettos in accordance with the Tree
Commission’s guidelines. The Zoning Administrator processes and reviews all permit applications for the
relocation of palmettos.

A permit application fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be paid to the Town and credited to the Tree
Fund.

With the concurrence of the Zoning Administrator, a landowner may relocate palmettos intact either to
another site on the same lot or to a site on public property of the Town. The landowner shall use best
professional management practices in relocation of the palmettos.

The landowner shall bear the palmetto(s) relocation expense in accordance with the approved permit.
If the Zoning Administrator does not approve the relocation permit, the palmetto(s) shall not be relocated.

See Sec. 21-167 for emergency removal of palmettos.

Sec. 21-163. Submissions, fees and permit.

A.

Submission requirements.

(1)
(2)

(3)

Photographs of the site shall accompany requests for removal of Category 1 and II trees or relocation of
palmettos.

Two (2) copies of a site survey, drawn to scale, indicating existing and proposed structures and all
Category I or II trees or Sabal Palmetto to be removed, relocated, or replaced.

An application for removal and/or relocation of Category I or II Trees or Sabal Palmettos will not be
accepted without a Building Permit application on file with the Building Official.

81 Article XVII. Tree Commission



{(a) The site survey included in the above applications shall be incorporated into the site plan

submitted with the Building Permit application.

(b} An approved plan for the removal and/or relocation of Category I or II Trees or Sabal Palmettos

shall become a part of the Building Permit. The Building Permit shall not be issued until such tree
removal and replacement plan shall be approved.

B. PFees.

(1)  Applications for Tree Commission review of Category I and Category II plans for tree removal and
replacement and palmetto relocation shall be those required by the Zoning Administrator and any other
information required to make a determination thereof accompanied by an application fee the amount of
which shall be established by resolution of the Town Council. (9-18-07)

(2) No fees shall be charged to remove diseased, dying, mortally damaged, or hazardous trees and palmettos.

C. S8igned permit.

Upon approval by the Tree Commission or the Zoning Administrator, a permit shall be issued and the plans
shall be signed and dated by the Zoning Administrator. One set of plans will be returned to the applicant, with
the Town retaining a set for its files.

Sec. 21-164. Tree replacement plan.
A. Tree replacement required.

(1)

@

An approved Tree Replacement Plan prepared by the applicant shall be an integral part of all tree
removal permits.

The Tree Commission shall approve the Tree Replacement Plan for Category I trees. The Zoning
Administrator shall approve the Tree Replacement Plan for Category II trees. Working with the
landowner, the Zoning Administrator shall approve the relocation of palmettos on private property.

B. Replacement procedure.

(1)

@)

3)

)

(S)

6)

Tree replacement shall be required for all approved tree removals based on the requirement of replacing
one (1) linear inch of tree DBH for each one (1) linear inch of tree DBH removed. Replacement trees shall
be from the approved tree list, except that replacement for the removal of oaks, magnolias, pecan and red
cedar trees shall be with the same kind of tree, as determined by the Zoning Administrator or Tree
Commission, as applicable.

Each replacement tree shall have a minimum of two (2) inches caliper and be at least ten (10) feet tall.
However, any permitted removal of a Sabal Palmetto will require replacement by a Sabal Palmetto at least
8 feet tall.

All replacement trees shall be of healthy, vibrant stock, in accordance with American Standards for
Nursery Stock of the American Association of Nurserymen.

The applicant is responsible for maintenance of the replacement trees and palmettos and for replacement
of these trees and palmettos if they die within one (1) year of planting,

In cases where tree replacement on the same lot is not possible or desirable, the landowner may donate
to the Tree Fund an equivalent sum of money for the future purchase of public trees or donate a number
of trees of the equivalent mass and quality as those removed to be planted on public property of the
Town.

It shall be required that tree replacement be accomplished within a time limit according to the earliest
time possible for replacement as set by the Zoning Administrator or the Tree Commission.

82 Article XVII. Tree Commission -




Sec. 21-165. Public utilities and electric suppliers.

A. Public utilities and electric suppliers shall employ best management practices in regard to tree trimming and
removal

B. Annually, public utilities and electric suppliers shall submit to the Tree Commission their plans for tree
trimming and/or tree removal.

C. Nothing in this Article shall restrict the ability of public utilities and electric suppliers from maintaining safe
clearance around utility lines. During a period of Town emergency, such as hurricane, tornado, ice storm, flood
or any other such act of nature, the provisions of this act are suspended, with the exception of the prohibition of
the removal of healthy, non-threatening trees or palmettos.

Sec. 21-166. Tree fund.

The money collected from tree permits, as well as from fines for violations of this Article shall be placed in a special
fund referred to as "The Tree Fund”, to be used for the purchase of trees to be planted on public property of
Sullivan's Island and for other related activities planned by the Tree Commission and approved by Town Council.
Sec. 21-167. Emergency removal.

A. Emergency removal of Category I and Il trees and palmettos that pose an eminent threat or danger to life and
property may be removed without prior notification and approval.

(1) These occurrences shall be reported within five (5) days.

(2)  Trees or palmettos that have already fallen on their own due to disease or damage from natural disaster
may be cleared away without approval.

(3) Occurrence of loss from natural disaster shall be reported within five (5) days and the requirements for
replanting new trees or palmettos in their place may be waived.

B. The Tree Commission shall decide questions concerning the appropriateness of tree removal under the
conditions indicated above.

C. There shall be not fee charged for the emergency removal of trees or palmettos.

Sec. 21-168. Violations, penalties and fines.
A. Violations include:
(1) Disregard for the provisions of this Article;

(2) Destruction of a tree or palmetto or critical damage to a tree or palmetto by any means such as those
described herein; or

(3) Disregard of any conditions of a permit, such as failure to protect trees or palmettos during construction
activities or to replant trees or palmettos in accordance with the permit.

B. Penalties and fines.

(1) Each unauthorized removal, destruction, negligent act or failure to replant a tree or palmetto shall
constitute a separate offense subject to fines and penalties;

2) Nothing herein shall prevent the Town from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or
remedy any violations. Replacement as described herein shall also be required; and,

(3) Any person convicted of violating any provision of this Article shall be fined not more than five hundred
dollars ($500) or sentenced to incarceration for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both.

Sec. 21-169. Protection against liability.

Any member of the Tree Commission acting within powers granted by the Ordinance shall be relieved from personal
liability for any damage and held harmless by the Town of Sullivan’s Island. Any suit brought against any member
of the Commission shall be defended by a legal representative furnished by the Town of Sullivan’s Island until the
termination of the proceedings.
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